It is shown that these rulings reveal two fundamental concerns: centre-regions relations in Russian federalism and a perception of equality as akin to homogeneity. Th ese cases are analysed with reference to relevant international standards for the protection of linguistic rights, particularly the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), to reveal that such standards have only a tenu- ous correlation to the principles developed in Russian jurisprudence. While it has been rightly argued that linguistic rights are part of basic human rights, and as such do not only concern national minorities, 4 in this article I consider the jurisprudence primarily within the context of promotion of minority languages and of majority-minorities relations.
Russia has acceded to a number of international treaties on human rights containing provisions which, directly or indirectly, protect minorities. In 1969, the Soviet Union ratifi ed the United Nations' (UN) International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 5 and in 1973 the UN's International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 6 -generating international obligations inherited by Russia as its successor state. In 1996, the Russian Federation became a member of the Council of Europe and acceded to its treaties: the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (FCNM) 7 and the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), 8 both ratifi ed in 1998. Upon accession to the Council of Europe, Russia also made a commitment to become a state party to the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages (EChRML), 9 although in 2012 it still had to ratify, after signing in 2001. Since ratifi cation, the ECHR and its case law have been increasingly referred to in Russian courts 10 because they form part of Russian law by virtue of Article 15(4) of the Russian Constitution. 11 As the jurisprudence of the Russian higher courts in relation to linguistic rights has touched on issues of federal arrangements and diversity management, one must outline Russia's approach to nationalities policy, along with its Soviet legacies.
